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Established  in  2004,  Hope  
Theatre  Company  specialises  in  
verbatim  theatre  and  creating  
exciting,  challenging  theatre  
that  engages  and  empowers  
our  audiences.  We  present  
educational  and  original  work  
including  productions  aimed  
for  and  about  the  LGBT+  
community.  

Hope  encourages  the  
professional  development  of  
young  actors  and  creatives  and  
and  has  a  history  of  working  
with  emerging  LGBT+  artists. 

Hope’s  first  play  in  2004,  The  
Laramie  Project,  launched  our  
approach  to  working  in  an  
inclusive  environment,  and  we  
are  commited  to  opening  up  
opportunities  to  a  diverse  group  
of  emerging  artists.

In  2016  Hope  launched  Hope  
Youth  Theatre,  delivering  
drama  classes  and  workshops  
for  young  people  in  Greater  
Manchester. 

Recently our new production,  Jock 
Night, which explored chemsex, 
drug abuse and mental health, 
toured to Manchester, Birmingham  
and London. Jock Night will return 
to theatres in 2020.

Non-verbatim  work  has  included  
Here  Comes  Tango!  and  the  
Judy  Garland  musical,  Get  
Happy!  

This  past  year  we  have  
partnered  with  schools  to  
interview  young  people  who  
identify  as  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  
queer,  trans,  pansexual  and  
non-binary.  These  interviews  
will  be  included  in  the  next  
tour  of  Out/LOUD,  our  ground-
breaking  anti-homophobia  play  
for  schools. 

Our annual new writing night 
OutStageUs returns to The Lowry 
in September with submissions 
opening in July. 

““Hope Theatre Company has for the 
past decade been presenting work 
that promotes equality and celebrates 
diversity The Independent

/HopeTC@HopeTC

ABOUT US



MARTYN HETT
Martyn Hett was a 29-year- old PR 
Specialist. He was the Digital Manager at 
Rumpus PR, a firm in Altrincham. He lived 
in Stockport.

Martyn, a former Attitude, Heat Magazine 
and Huffington Post contributor, had also 
appeared on television shows including 
Come Dine With Me and Tattoo Fixers. 

#BE MORE MARTYN
Verbatim theatre is a form of 
documentary theatre in which plays are 
constructed from the precise words 
spoken by people interviewed about a 
particular event or topic. 

We welcome you to a new piece of 
verbatim theatre, about an extraordinary 
person – Martyn Hett. 

I didn’t know Martyn but, like thousands 
of others I’d liked and shared his videos 
and even glimpsed his Deirdre tattoo 
once as my husband and I were rushing 
through the gay village. I have many 
friends who knew Martyn and it was for 
that reason that I found myself at his 
funeral, sat next to my co-producer Mike 
Lee.

We were both incredibly moved by the 
memories shared that day, and couldn’t 
think of a more fitting theatrical tribute 
than interviewing Martyn’s friends and 
sharing their stories of the boy with the 

Deirdre tattoo. I also wanted to discover 
for myself what it means to ‘Be More 
Martyn’.

For tonight’s verbatim production Martyn’s 
family put us into contact with eight 
people who would give a snapshot of his 
life. We conducted interviews with them in 
September 2017 and April 2018. 

A huge thank you to Martyn’s family for 
supporting this production and to his 
eight friends who gave up their time, 
so soon after their loss, to share their 
memories of Martyn.

Thank you for joining us to celebrate the 
life of a remarkable, inspiring young man 
and we hope you will share our message 
far and wide to
Be More Martyn.

Martyn, was a long-time Coronation Street 
fan and sported a large tattoo of iconic 
soap character Deirdre Barlow on his left 
leg.

Martyn was one of the 22 people killed in 
the Manchester Arena bombing on May 
22nd 2017.



“

“

I think it was around bonfire night that 
I met his family and I turned up with 

flowers, and barely spoke. They took a 
photo of me and Martyn both holding a 

sparkler. Martyn’s got the most expressive 
joyous face, and I’m just dead pan. Each 

year we recreated it. 

It was our tradition so I didn’t want to 
not do it last year. Now each year I’m just 

gonna rotate his family so last year was his 
youngest sister Nikita erm… I think I’m just 

gonna do that each year.

Russell



2004 | Countries

2006 | School Kids

2008 | Previous Entries

2010 | Fairytales

2005 | Wild Dancers

2007 | Cabin Crew

2009 | Lloyd Webber

2011 | Blue



“

“He had a league table of people - 
how often they’d attended...

“

“Eurovision was a very strict, 
very serious thing for him “

“Eurovision is happening this year, 
so we’re carrying on his tradition.

2018 | All Stars

2016 | Homophobes

2014 | Famous Kids

2012 | Englebert 2013 | Divas

2015 | Conchita

2017 | X-Factor



CAST

Matthew moved to Manchester 
from London after graduating from 

East 15 Acting school in 2014. 

Matthew has worked on numerous 
projects in Manchester ranging 
from devised theatre as part of 

Greater Manchester Fringe festival 
and Push Festival at HOME, to 

touring theatre both in the UK and 
internationally.

Matthew is thrilled to be rejoining 
the cast of #BeMoreMartyn

Matthew Forey
Russell

Joseph Carter
Mikey

Joseph is excited to re-join the 
team and share Martyn’s story. 

Joseph trained at ALRA North. 

Credits include England is Mine 
(Honlodge Productions), Spring 

and Port Wine (Oldham Coliseum), 
100 Years On (Cheltenham 
Everyman), Double Check 

(Outsider)

@MattForey @JosephTCarter 



Sonia Ibrahim
Rachel

Chloe Proctor
Christina

This is Chloe’s third time working 
with Hope Theatre Company’s 

#BeMoreMartyn and is so 
honoured to share this story again.

Credits include: Double Check 
Commercial, Yungblud: Polygraph 

Eyes (Music Video), Barclaycard 
50th Commercial, Finding Alice 

Tour (The Lowry, Oldham Coliseum, 
Preston, Widness), So Awkward 

(CBBC), Tail Trail To Snow Queen 
(New Vic), Sans Merci (Play With 
Fire: Hope Mill), Jack and The 

Beanstalk (Hope Mill), Emmerdale 
(ITV) The Royal (ITV) 

After graduating from New York 
Film Academy, Sonia has appeared 
in Macbeth (RSC), When Both sides 

Surrender (53Two), Our Club (JB 
Shorts)

She then joined the cast of 
Coronation Street as ‘Mel Maguire’ 

& later appeared in ABC’s 
‘Whiskey Cavalier.’ 

She is thrilled to be joining the 
cast of #BeMoreMartyn this year to 
celebrate and honour this amazing 
young man and all the victims we 

lost that night.

@ChloeAProctor @sonia_susu89



CAST

Calum trained at University of 
Salford

Calum is proud to be sharing 
Alastair’s word with audiences for a 

third time. 

Calum’s past work includes OUT/
STAGE/US at Hope Mill Theatre, 

Colour the Clouds’ ‘Billy, the 
Monster and ME!’ and Cheeky 
Peacocks Theatre Company’s 

‘Chuggers’.

Calum Scott
Alastair

Carl Blakeley
Stuart

Carl is from Martyn’s home town 
of Stockport and trained at ALRA 

North. 

Recent credits include The Queen 
and I (Sky1) and Mount Pleasant 

(Sky1). 

Carl is delighted to be rejoining 
the cast of #BeMoreMartyn again 

this year. 

@calscott6 @SPCarl91



Daniel Maley
Andrew

Bridget Gallagher
Hannah

Bridget studied Performance: 
Drama & Theatre at The University 
of Salford, graduating in 2016 and 
has since been focussing on voice 
acting for various radio projects.

Bridget has been developing
her own comedic writing.

She is thrilled to be telling Martyn’s 
story around the country through 

the words of his close friends.

Daniel trained at Royal Central 
School of Speech and Drama.

Credits include: The Newspaper 
Boy (53two), #BeMoreMartyn 

(Hope Mill Theatre), Kes (Stamford 
Corn Exchange), JB Shorts (53two), 

Not Yours, Mine (Fine Comb 
Theatre Company)

Daniel is pleased to rejoin the cast 
of #BeMoreMartyn and proud to 

continue to tell Martyn’s story.

@BridgeG18 @danielbmaley







CREATIVES
Adam Zane   Writer, Director, Producer

Adam is still known for being one of the few out gay actors
in Channel 4‘s Queer as Folk. In 2004 Adam formed Hope 
Theatre Company, specialising in verbatim theatre and creating 
new LGBT+ work. Hope produced the north-west premiere of 

The Laramie Project and were later invited by Tectonic Theater Project to present 
the UK premiere of The Laramie Project: 10 Years Later. This production was part 
of a global event, broadcast live from New York, hosted by Glenn Close. Adam 
has directed all of Hope’s productions to date including this year’s Jock Night, 
which received critical acclaim and will return  to theatres in 2020. Adam is also 
the producer of OutStageUs, Manchester’s LGBT+ Arts Festival, that returns in 
2018. He is a proud Ambassador for both Manchester Pride and the George 
House Trust HIV charity.

Writing credits include the plays Yesterday When I Was Young, Out/LOUD, Here 
Comes Tango! and most recently, Jock Night.

@adamzane_hope

Mike Lee   Writer, Producer

Mike has worked with Hope Theatre Company since 2006 on
various productions including 2019’s Jock Night, Yesterday, 
When I Was Young; The Laramie Project: 10 Years Later and 
Out/Loud.  Mike was the multimedia manager for Out/Loud 

@mikeanthonylee

which has been running since 2007 and has been seen by over 50,000 young 
people. In 2019 Mike was appointed Hope’s Executive Producer.

Flick Gourley   Stage Manager

This is Flick’s third production with Hope Theatre Company,
previously working on #BeMoreMartyn and OutStageUs in 
2018. In Manchester, she has also worked with Hope Mill 
Theatre, Elysium, and the University of Manchester. Previously, 

@flickgourley

Flick has worked in both Oxford and Bath with organisations including Oxford 
Playhouse, Bath Festivals and Theatre Royal Bath.





In recognition of Martyn’s work with them, 10% of all merchandise 
income will be donated directly to Kidscan Children’s Cancer Research

kidscan.org.uk

Hope Youth Theatre provides a fun space for children 
and young people to build confidence and make new 
friends whilst learning performance skills.
 
Weekly classes and summer schools develop young 
people’s knowledge and enjoyment of both acting, 
performance and production techniques.
 
HYT recognises that every child has unique needs, 
qualities and interests and we aim to inspire their 
creativity, improve self-esteem and develop important 
life skills.

Contact Adam
07984446074

info@hopeyouththeatre.com



Jordan's Journey 

/JordansJourneyBeMoreMartyn

Jordan’s Journey started when 
Martyn’s mum Figen travelled 
to London to collect an Attitude 
Magazine award on his behalf, and 
Figen gave the bear she had knitted to 
someone there.

They then brought him to Manchester, 
where he landed in the possession 
of Rhian Adams, who started up a 
Jordan’s Journey Facebook page to 
record the rest of his travels.

He was in a bag with a note from 
Figen on the front, saying that the idea 

was to see how far Jordan could travel 
in memory of Martyn.

Jordan was passed on to a lady called 
Susan Del Pozzo, who took him to 
Arizona, he then travelled to Boston, 
Marrakech and Mexico as well as 
around the UK. 

Recently Jordan was photographed 
with Michael Ball and Alfie Boe after 
one of their concerts. 

“ “

Each represents the individuality & 
imperfections of humans. All grown 
ups should own a teddy as we often 

forget to play.

The book Bears Have Issues Too is available on Amazon
Figen’s bears can be bought online from her depop shop
www.depop.com/imperfecthearts

Figen’s bears, like Jordan all have backstories relating to 
mental illness. They cover a variety of conditions, from 
Isla, who has anxiety, to Lucy, who has problems with 
hoarding. The stories for the bears – which are compiled 
in her book “Bears Have Issues Too” – come from Figen’s 
professional knowledge as a counselor as well as 
personal experience.



THANK YOU
In October 2017 Hope Theatre Company produced a fundraising event at Hope Mill 
Theatre to raise funds for three charities chosen by Martyn’s family. This new play 
incorporates those interviews and new interviews conducted in April 2018. We would 
like to thank everyone who helped make #BeMoreMartyn a success over it’s three year 
history. 

Hope Theatre Company would like to send our thanks to:

Lee Peart and the cast of Loose Women

DJ Paul and all at The Thompson’s Arms

Tracey and all at New York New York 

The University of Salford

Julie Hesmondhalgh

Alice Longson

Rob King

Keeley Fitzgerald and Sequin Sounds

Belinda Scandal

Iain Scott & everyone at 
Your Manchester 

Emma & Dean at Gaydio

Lee Baxter

Alfie Mulroy

Salford Van Hire

Anthony Redshaw

All that voted for #BeMoreMartyn at the 
Manchester Culture Awards

The family of Martyn Hett

Russell, Mikey, Alastair, Rachel, Christina, 
Andrew, Hannah, Stuart and all of 
Martyn’s friends

Hope Mill Theatre

The Warren

Southwark Playhouse

Pleasance

Live Theatre

Sheffield Theatres

The Lowry

Jacob Taylor

Jennifer Bray

Paula Lane

Dick Longdin and all at Randall Thorp

Jennifer Boardman

Phil Collinson, Kate Oates, Alison 
Sinclair and all at Coronation Street

#BeMoreMartyn is proudly supported by:



OUTSTAGEUS
SUBMISSIONS OPEN IN JULY



An award winning landscape consultancy based in Manchester City centre, 
with over 30 years’ experience of providing landscape planning & design 
solutions for all types and scales of development across the UK. 

Proud to support
#BE MORE MARTYN

Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street, Manchester. M1 5FW
T: 0161 228 7721    E: mail@randallthorp.co.uk randallthorp.co.uk


